Teluk Sulaman, Sabah, is a secluded area that is rich in biological resources but with minimal biodiversity information. Small scale mud crab fisheries exist in Teluk Sulaman to support local livelihood, but there is a tendency of overfishing due to the increasing demand of this resource.
also triggered by over-exploitation (Ikhwanuddin et al. 2015) . Mud crab aquaculture in Malaysia is relatively new (Kwong, 2012; Gong et al., 2015; Fatihah et al., 2017) and still depends on supplies of juveniles stocks from the wild, hence studies to improve the mud crab aquaculture industry is still on-going (Gong et al., 2015; Fatihah et al., 2017) .
Sabah, situated in the North Borneo, is one of the mega biodiversity hot spots in the world (de Bruyn et al., 2014) .
Teluk Sulaman, Sabah is an area with a good potential of fisheries, but only limited attention is paid into it, due to competition with many other notable areas with economic importance in the state. Teluk Sulaman is rich in biological resources and supports various ecosystems due to its location at the river mouth that connecting the bay with the South China Sea. This place is located at the east coast of Sabah; has brackish water and mangrove forests in the surroundings and adjacent to a forest reserve, Hutan However, none of those studies had used samples from Teluk Sulaman. Hence the diversity of mud crabs exist in Teluk Sulaman is still not documented. Therefore, the objective of this study was to determine the diversity of mud crabs from Teluk Sulaman, using a combination of morphological assessment and 16S rRNA gene analysis. 
II. MATERIALS AND METHODS

Collection
III. RESULTS
A. Morphological Assessment
All 30 samples obtained in this study were identified as tranquebarica obtained in this study. Male had CL of 9.9 ± 1.3cm and CW of 6.9 ± 1.0cm while female recorded CL of 10.5 ± 1.1cm and CW of 7.4 ± 0.9cm. A t-test revealed that there is no significant difference between male and female of S. tranquebarica in terms of carapace measurement (α = 0.05). In this study, the mean for CL is smaller than the mean mentioned above, both for male and female specimens. For There is no significant difference in the mean CL and CW between male and female specimens in this study. In contrast, a study conducted on blue swimming crab, 
